rich history

spanning
111 years

across the country and beyond — and
with good reason.

The Brockville Rowing Club (BRC) was
established in 1894 and celebrated its
100th anniversary in 1994.

Eleven years later, not much has
changed. Athletes and rowing crews
produced by the BRC continue to be suc-
cessful here at home in major Canadian
competitions and abroad.

“In the beginning, | don’t know if it
was good luck or good management,”
BRC head coach Doug Marshall said
while looking over the history of the club.
Marshall, himself a legend in rowing,
celebrated 50 years in rowing in 2004.
“The people sefting it (the club) up set
high standards,” Marshall said of those
who launched the rowing club more than
a century ago. ‘| give credit fo the peo-
ple who have kept it going. It has never
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ceased to operate all of this time — not
even during war fime.”

Today, the club operates with an exec-
utive and a coaching staff led by
Marshall. Also on the coaching team are
Marshall’s son Chris and Deanne
Moore. What brings it to life are its ath-
letes and its coaches, according to
Marshall.

“They just keep building on it and tak-
ing it a step higher,” he said. BRC ath-
letes have competed on all stages,
including internationally, and many of its
athletes have earned scholarships.

“From a competitive viewpoint, it cer-
tainly has been successful,” said
Marshall. “That's a big plus, winning.”
“But it is also important for others who
didn’t win every time,” he said. “I'd like
to think the nature of the beast is there
are a lot of life skills learned in this
(sport).”

Marshall, who became an oarsman in
his early teens, has watched the sport
expand and improve over the decades.
Training has improved and so has the
equipment. He remembers when women
joined the sport.

“That was a big thing,” said Marshall.
“That made a major impact.”

The Brockville Rowing Club has a long
history of winning races

A year after the BRC formed, the
Brockville Amateur Athletic Association
held its opening ceremonies in 1895.
The clubhouse was used by the rowers,
tennis players, war canoeists and
sailors. Major James A. Walsh was the
first president of the club. The first 100
years of the club have been chronicled in
The Brockville Rowing Club: 100 Years of
Rowing, a book written by club member
and past president Donald H. Swayne.
The book was published in 1994 to help
celebrate the club’s centennial anniver-
sary.

By 1902, and with Walsh at the helm,
the BRC directors decided to focus on
rowing. War canoe‘racing, though pop-
ular with the club in its early days, was
no longer the main focus.

Some of the many victories, milestones
and other highlights recorded over the
years are listed below:

eIn 1860 (prior to the formation of the
club) Brockville's coxed four rowed their
way to victory in Montreal at a regatta to
honour the visit of the Prince of Wales
(Edward VII). Elias Gray, George Reid,
Robert Bowie, George Dana and
coxswain Henry Beach brought home
Brockville’s first big rowing win. They
were the Tiffin Cup winners.

*In Toronto in 1898, Oarsmen Frank







